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Why do we wear school uniform?

At Cheslyn Hay Academy, school uniform is a key part in our daily routines and expectations.
But why do we have to wear it? What difference does it make to your child’s learning? Well
quite a big difference actually! It can have a real positive impact on your child’s whole school
experience.

1. Uniform creates cohesion

When students all wear the same clothing, it levels the playing field. It creates a sense of
equality and promotes the idea that we are all the same. Children can come together from all
backgrounds and can identify immediately with a fellow member of the Cheslyn Hay
community. It creates a sense of commonality that is lost when the school uniform is removed.
It is also a point of pride - we are proud to be members of the Cheslyn Hay community and
consider ourselves special to be a part of our school and wider community. The Uniform
symbolises a choice to attend this school over others.

2. Uniform reduces the potential for bullying

Building a sense of community and equality by having a school uniform has a big impact on
reducing divisions between students. It also removes peer pressures about what children
should wear day to day. Children should be encouraged to develop their character not by the
clothing that they wear, or by being defined by material things. By wearing a uniform, your child
can learn to express themselves in more meaningful ways, which helps to build character and
creativity. Whilst there is a national focus on the cost of school uniforms and we are seeking to
reduce the number of branded items over time, typically uniform clothing is often cheaper than
popular, branded alternatives. This allows the school to more effectively support students in
economic need by providing uniform items whilst also reducing the opportunity for teasing or
bullying based on choice of clothing.

3. Uniform improves study ethic

When a child feels like they ‘don’t fit in’ it can be damaging to their confidence, which can be
one of the most significant barriers to learning and academic growth. A school uniform means
your child will have less to worry about and will be more confident in class, and issues such as
having the latest clothing and trainers don’t become a priority.

Research also indicates that school uniform contributes positively to a child's overall behaviour
in school. The uniform helps to develop an affinity with learning, and when it is on and they
look smart, they feel good and are ready to work hard. When the uniform is on, they know their
purpose is to study.

4. Safeguarding

In our Cheslyn Hay uniform, our students are immediately recognizable as a member of our
school. This is especially important on school trips and when visitors come into school, but
also acts as part of our safequarding approach, making it more challenging for strangers to
enter our environment without challenge.

5. Prepares students for the outside world!

Your children will need to be prepared for formal scenarios that we all encounter in our lives.
Dressing professionally in working environments is expected in adulthood and this is
something your child will have a good understanding of thanks to our smart school uniform and
your ongoing support.



Uniform Expectations 2025 - 2026

Branded Items - we are keen to reduce the number of branded items required in
school. The following items are branded and required as part of our daily uniform.

e Blazer: — All students must wear the school blazer with the school badge.
e Tie: — All students must wear the school tie. (There are different ties for the four
Houses and if lost replacements can be purchased in school).

Unbranded Items - the following items must be worn as part of the school uniform,
but do not need to be branded. Whilst jumpers with a school badge are available -
they are not required and unbranded school jumpers are perfectly acceptable.

e Jumper: — We suggest that students have a black, school, V-neck jumper that
can be worn under their blazer during colder months. This can be with or without
the school logo, but must be a woollen style V-neck jumper.

e Shirt/Blouse: — All students must wear a blue collared shirt or blouse tucked into
trousers or skirt. As the school tie is clip on, it is essential a child can fasten the
top button.

e Socksl/tights— These must be plain black and ankle high [knee high socks should
not be worn with skirts]. Tights should be 30 denier or greater.

e Trousers - must be plain black with no visible zips or studs. They must be tailored
trousers and not ‘stretchy’ fabric. Leggings are not acceptable. Trousers should be
loose at the ankle.

e Skirts - must be pleated and plain black. They must not be made of stretch fabric.
They must be almost knee length.

Please see the image below outlining acceptable trousers/skirts.
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Shoes All students must wear sensible plain black polishable shoes with no
branding.

Please note - leather trainers, canvas style shoes or pumps of any variety are
not allowed. Sports brands such as Converse, Nike, Adidas, Vans, Lonsdale
etc are not acceptable. These are clearly trainers and not acceptable school
shoes. (They also cost significantly more money to purchase).
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e Coats Students should bring their own coat to school as required according
to the weather. Coats must be rainproof and/or warm and must be worn over
the school blazer. Coats must be removed indoors. Please note that Hoodies
or other similar thin fabric jackets are not acceptable; not considered
weatherproof; and may not be worn in school. The PE hoodie may only be
worn during PE activities.

e Hats are not usually permitted in school - items that obscure the face or head
are not permitted in school, except on religious grounds. During the summer
months, the school may determine that students can and should wear hats to
protect against strong sunlight when outdoors. The school will inform parents
when this is advisable.



PE Kit:

We believe that a high quality PE kit is
very important. Some items of the PE

kit have the school badge on them.

Required Branded Items:
e Sports T-Shirt - All students to
wear a branded school T shirt.
e Cheslyn Hay Branded Zip Top
for use during colder months.

Optional Branded Items:
e Shorts, Skort, Training Trousers or Leggings: students may choose to
purchase and wear any of these recommended branded items. Unbranded,
plain black alternatives are also acceptable.

Unbranded Items

e Shorts or equivalent: students may wear plain black shorts, skort, sports
leggings or tracksuit bottoms in place of the branded alternatives. These
should be black and unbranded (with the exception of a discrete logo).

e Socks: All students need black sport socks.

e Swimming trunks or costume: These must be one piece and should be
broadly plain and of a dark colour (navy or black preferred).

e Towel: students will need to bring their own towel when undertaking
swimming lessons or to take a shower after sporting activities.
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Other Guidance:

Hairstyles:

Extreme hairstyles are not permitted such as cuts below Number 1, unnatural colour dyeing or
tramlines or other shaved patterns within hair.

Students with long hair must bring a bobble or scrunchie or similar to tie up long hair for PE and
practical activities.

Halo Code

Our school champions the right of staff and students to embrace all Afro-hairstyles. We acknowledge
that Afro-textured hair is an important part of our Black staff and students’ racial, ethnic, cultural, and
religious identities, and requires specific styling for hair health and maintenance.

We welcome Afro-textured hair worn in all styles including, but not limited to, afros, locs, twists, braids,
cornrows, fades, hair straightened through the application of heat or chemicals, weaves, wigs,
headscarves, and wraps.

At this school, we recognise and celebrate our staff and students’ identities. We are a community built
on an ethos of equality and respect where hair texture and style have no bearing on anyone’s ability to
succeed.

Note that Hair wraps and scarves must be of a suitable muted colour (preferably black or blue) to
match where possible the school uniform. Patterned or bright wraps and scarves are not permitted.

Jewellery and Accessories:

All items of jewellery must be small and discreet. Jewellery may need to be removed on request for
practical activities (e.g. PE or DT)

Students may only wear:

e One watch,
e One small plain ring.
e One pair of stud earrings.

No other piercings or jewellery are allowed and will be confiscated.

Body piercings are a health and safety risk for lots of in school activities, so we ask you not to allow
your child to attend with piercings such as navel, nose, lip or tongue as we will ask for them to be
removed without exception.

We are aware that some piercings may need to be ‘held open’ when recently pierced. Please consider
this before undertaking any piercings and allow time for the piercing to properly heal. A small,
transparent or discrete piercing retainer is acceptable. The fact that a piercing is recent will not be
considered as a reason to wear inappropriate jewellery.

Please do not allow your child to wear any expensive items to school as we will not be liable if
these are lost or broken and cannot replace or compensate for the loss of such items.



Make-up:

We would encourage all of our students to not wear make-up to school, however if it is worn,
make-up and nail polish of any kind should be natural looking and not excessive. Note that some
activities (for example, Food technology lessons) may occasionally require the removal of nail
varnish).

Nails should not be overly long. Nail extensions are not allowed and will need to be removed as
soon as possible. This is a safety issue in PE/vocational studies and students have lost fingernails in
netball before now due to nail extensions!

Eyelash extensions are not allowed.

Where makeup is deemed excessive, we will ask students to remove this in school.

Mobile Phones:

We do not allow students to use mobile phones during the school day. Mobile phones are collected
at the start of the day during form time and locked away in a secure cupboard. They will then be
given back to students at the end of the day during form time. If a student then has a mobile phone
out in school, it will be confiscated and given back at 4pm following a detention that day. On future
occasions a parent or carer will need to collect the phone.

Confiscation

Schools have the right to confiscate items from students that are prohibited under the school rules.
At Cheslyn Hay this would include (but not be limited to) mobile phones, hoodies, hats, jewellery
(including piercings) or other items that do not conform to the school uniform code. In some cases,
the school will provide an appropriate alternative (for example - providing suitable, clean school
shoes for students wearing trainers). Where confiscation is inappropriate or an alternative is not
available, the school may issue sanctions including detention or referral to the ‘refocus room’ until
code can be followed. We will not send Key Stage 3 or Key Stage 4 students home for wearing the
incorrect uniform, but may ask parents to bring in appropriate clothing if possible or provide a loan of
clean school stock where appropriate.

In the first instance confiscated items will usually be returned to the student at the end of the school
day (3.00pm). For repeated instances we may determine to hold items for longer periods - until
4.00pm; until the next day; until the next Monday; or longer by arrangement with parents. We would
usually seek to discuss any longer confiscations first with parents for significant items. Our approach
to confiscation follows Department for Education advice and guidance found here


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1091132/Searching__Screening_and_Confiscation_guidance_July_2022.pdf
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Where can | buy?

The uniform is available from the Crested Schoolwear Centre in

Cannock Or Online at www.crestedschoolwear.co.uk or
alternatively through A&J Designs (staffs) Ltd
https://www.a4jdesigns.co.uk/school-uniform/cheslyn-hay-acade

my/

Any Questions?

If you are uncertain about any item, please contact the school
before you buy. If you have any other questions please contact

us by:

Phone: 01922 416024
Email: info@cheslynhay.windsoracademytrust.org.uk



https://www.crestedschoolwear.co.uk/product-category/schools/a-c/cheslyn-hay-high-school/
https://www.a4jdesigns.co.uk/school-uniform/cheslyn-hay-academy/
https://www.a4jdesigns.co.uk/school-uniform/cheslyn-hay-academy/
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