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Meet Mr Rowlands! 

My name is Mr Rowlands. I am an Assistant Headteacher responsible for teaching and 

learning. Students will get to know me as I will be dropping into lessons and talking to 

them about their learning, and some students may even have me as their teacher.  

 

 

Teaching and Learning (T&L) 

At Cheslyn Hay Academy we expect the highest standards from all students so that 

they can fulfil their potential. We want our students to develop the skills that will make 

them successful learners and allow them to achieve. We are proud of how many of our 

students achieve fantastic results at GCSE and A level, based on their good habits that 

they start developing in Year 7. 

 
Thinking, Participation and Memory 

 

“The aim of instruction is to change long-term memory. If nothing has been changed 

in long-term memory, nothing has been learned.” (Kirschner, Sweller and Clark, 2006) 

 

We aim to maximise student participation and ‘deep thinking’ in all lessons, and our 

teachers use evidence-based strategies to ensure that this happens. We help our Year 

7 students to understand how their memory works and teach them the strategies that 

will help them to not only retain information in their long-term memories, but also be 

able to retrieve this information and apply it to different situations and contexts. 

 

Students are provided with regular feedback so that they can constantly improve and 

develop their work. Instead of asking teachers to mark every piece of work, which 

often means that it is too late to address any misconceptions from that lesson, our 

teachers will check student understanding throughout lessons. This ensures that we 

give students the right feedback at the right time. 
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Engagement in Learning 

 

In order for students to learn, they must be engaged in their studies; both in the 

classroom and in completing work outside of lessons (homework and revision for 

assessments). At Cheslyn Hay, to make sure we maximise learning time teachers will 

use STAR to support students in focusing on their learning. Teachers will insist that 

students: 

 

 S - sit-up straight to show that you are paying attention 

 

 T - track the speaker. This could be the teacher or one of your peers 

 

 

A - actively listen to others. Make sure your iPad is faced down 

 

 

 

R - respect others and be prepared to respond to each other to add, 

build or challenge on contributions 

 

 

 

Engagement grades are reported to parents three times a year. On each of these 

reports, students will receive an engagement grade of A, B, C or D for each of their 

subjects. We use this information to celebrate students who are demonstrating great 

engagement across their subjects and to identify where we can support others in 

developing their ability to learn and engage. 
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CHIPs 

 

Students who demonstrate high levels of engagement and effort are rewarded with 

Cheslyn Hay Incentive Points (CHIPs). These CHIPs go towards individual, tutor group 

and house rewards. 

 

 

iPads for Learning 

 

All Year 7 students are issued with an iPad in the first half term. This is an important 

learning tool and will be used in both lessons and at home. Students will use the iPad 

to access various lesson resources on Google Classroom; an online platform which 

teachers use to provide support material to help all students access the curriculum. 


