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Parental Bulletin 1st October 2021

Dear Parents

The last two weeks have seen a number of events and activities that have been very
successful. Last week we held our annual Open Evening for prospective Year 7 students
and had a record number of visitors. The feedback from them was excellent and many
commented on how smart, polite and helpful our students were and we want to thank them
for their hard work and enthusiasm on the evening. We have also launched our iPads for
Learning for Year 7 and 9 students and are now seeing them being used in lessons to power
up learning for all students. For our older students, we had our Aspire Sixth information
evening for our new Year 12 students and parents. All Year 11 students have had a one to
one meeting with a member of the senior team to help to prepare them for their mock exams
in November and discuss strategies to best support their progress over the coming weeks
and months. Next week we will have our first Aspire for Life day, looking at the wider
curriculum with topics such as relationship and sex education, PSHE and careers being
studied.

Covid-19 Update
Each week we review our control measures and any upcoming events based on cases
within school. However, this week, after a briefing on Wednesday by Staffordshire LA/County
Council due to the significant number of Covid cases in Staffordshire, all schools have been
asked to complete a further review of their risk assessments to reduce transmission and
disruption to students’ learning.  As a result  we will be introducing the following steps:

● Face coverings must be worn on school transport which includes all buses and
coaches as well as the Aspire Sixth minibus services between the Cheslyn Hay
Academy and Great Wyrley Academy campuses

● Face coverings may be worn in crowded communal areas in school such as corridors
● Students must remain in defined areas during break and lunch time to reduce mixing

of students in different year groups
● Students must wear the correct colour lanyard for their year group to identify which

parts of the school they should be in at break and lunch times (new lanyards will be
distributed next week)

● Visitors to school must wear face coverings in the building where two metre distance
cannot be kept or in busy communal areas

We have also been asked to carry out broad contact tracing, if two or more positive cases
are identified in a tutor group or class. If this is the case you will receive a letter to inform
you but you will not be required to take any action or book a PCR test just to be alert of any
Covid symptoms. An additional letter may be sent if there are further cases advising you to
book a PCR test.

Control measures already in place will continue, such as additional cleaning, use of hand
sanitiser and adherence to the ‘catch it, kill it, bin it’ protocol. Rooms will continue to be well



ventilated (windows open) and students may wish to add the school jumper to their uniform
as we approach winter

We will be monitoring the situation carefully each day and may have to bring in further
measures at short notice.  These may include:

● Compulsory face coverings in all busy communal areas
● All events, such as Parents’ Evenings, are held virtually
● Asking close contacts (within households) to self isolate until a negative PCR has

been received and to take a second PCR 7 days later

The aim of these steps are to prevent the transmission of Covid for everyone’s safety and to
minimise the disruption to students’ learning whether through them having to self isolate or
staff absence due to a positive Covid test and as always we thank you for your support and
help in these challenging times.

Immunisations
As you know, very recently the Government approved the Covid vaccines for 12-15 year
olds. Staffordshire NHS began their work in school today with Flu nasal sprays and Covid-19
vaccinations. Due to the high uptake of requests for the immunisations Staffordshire have
advised us they will require further sessions to complete the preparatory administration tasks
(including the uploading of consent to their database) prior to conducting the vaccinations.
Two further dates will be scheduled over the coming weeks to allow all students to be
immunised safely.

School photographs
Braiswick successfully took our student photographs on Wednesday. Students looked great
in their uniforms and were very cooperative and helpful during the day. We are aware some
students will have missed this opportunity and we are investigating alternative options to
enable all students to have a photograph this academic year.

ASPIRE for Life Day
Monday 4th October is our first Aspire for Life day. Students’ timetables are on the tutor
Google Classrooms explaining what sessions they are in and what rooms they need to go to.
Period 7 lessons will continue as normal for Year 11 students after their Aspire day.

ASPIRE
In encouraging our learners to adopt a shared culture of applying our character virtues in
their everyday lives, they have had assemblies this week on how to demonstrate character
to enable them to be the best version of themselves as possible. This involved becoming
exposed to our character virtues and encouraging them to become respectful, responsible,
resilient, creative, compassionate and courageous. Some students even created their own
ASPIRE mountains (see below).

Our learners are also exposed to character education through our tutor time programme.
This includes the student character bulletin at the start of the week that communicates key
messages as well as celebrating students who have demonstrated the character virtues in
the previous week.

Later on in the week, the learners explore ‘culture vulture’ topics that give them a weekly
insight into influential individuals in society, as well as societal issues that will educate them
about culture, tolerance and diversity.

House competitions



House competitions for this academic year have begun and we have been really pleased to
see the response to all of them so far. Well done to all who entered the ASPIRE Mountain
competition, we had some fantastic entries as you can see. It has also been amazing to see
the entries to our current competitions, the MFL languages competition, the social science
build a brain competition and the history timeline competition. The results of all of these
competitions will be revealed in our first House rewards assembly at the end of this half
term.

Useful Information
WAT student and parent website
Adverse Weather policy
Class Charts Parents’ Information Guide
Cheslyn Hay Academy Website

Covid-19 Guidance
What to do if your child develops symptoms of coronavirus (COVID 19)
If your child develops symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19), they should isolate immediately
and arrange a test via https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test or by calling 119. The
rules on self-isolation have changed.

Close contacts of a positive case (including households) no longer need to self-isolate if they
are:

o fully vaccinated
o are under the age of 18 and 6 months
o cannot have the vaccination for medical reasons
o or have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine

trial

Any household members that are over 18 and 6 months and are not fully vaccinated
will need to isolate. The main symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are a new, continuous

https://sites.google.com/windsor.windsoracademytrust.org.uk/student-and-parent-guidance/home
https://www.cheslynhayacademy.org/adverse-weather-policy
https://pages.classcharts.com/wp-content/uploads/Class_Charts_for_parents_guide.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1y1yR5EuXk1yTX3DN5nNBnBuWhzLpzBhD7DeOT_lM3WasQwXiY7zDiB6Q
https://www.cheslynhayacademy.org/
https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test%20or%20by%20calling%20119
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/self-isolation-removed-for-double-jabbed-close-contacts-from-16-august


cough, or a high temperature, or a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell
(anosmia).

In addition to the above main Covid-19 symptoms, if your child develops any of the following
symptoms, it is also recommended they arrange a PCR test: loss of appetite, sore throat,
extreme tiredness, sneezing, headache, diarrhoea, joint or muscle ache, vomiting, nausea,
rash, runny nose or congestion. This is because these other symptoms have also been
linked to Covid-19 infection. Individuals with any of these other symptoms (apart from
diarrhoea and vomiting) can carry on attending their setting if they are well enough to do
so.

Remote Education
If you have any questions about remote education please contact Mr. Hood at
info@cheslynhay.windsoracademytrust.org.uk

Keeping up to date
Letters and parent bulletins can be found on Parents or Publications pages of the school
website.  Follow us on social media
https://www.facebook.com/CheslynHayAcademy and https://twitter.com/CHAcademyTweets

Student illness
Please let us know if your child is ill and unable to complete their Google Classroom work by
emailing info@cheslynhay.windsoracademytrust.org.uk Please let us know how long you
think they will be unable to complete the work and if the illness is suspected coronavirus

Questions or queries
General questions or concerns about your child, the work set or other issues please email
CHA-HoH@cheslynhay.windsoracademytrust.org.uk

Update and messages
The Student and Parent site is regularly updated with messages and guidance Student and
Parent / Carer Remote Working Guidance website.

iPad for Learning Scheme
If you are a Key Stage 3 parent and would like to know more about our exciting new
scheme, please email ghood@cheslynhay.windsoracademytrust.org.uk

Help with Google Classroom
The Student and Parent site has guidance and help with any questions on how to use
Google classroom

Technical Support for Google Classroom
For technical support, such as password resets, please use the technical help request on the
Student and Parent site Tech Help

Safeguarding 
The Cheslyn Hay Academy Safeguarding Team members are

● Ms L Podmore
● Ms N Crookshank
● Mr D Wigg
● Mrs S Saunders
● Mrs K Spooner
● Mr M Bourne
● Mrs J Bonser
● Mrs M Cooke
● Mr C Baker

Please email cha-sgt@cheslynhay.windsoracademytrust.org.uk if you have any concerns.

mailto:info@cheslynhay.windsoracademytrust.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/CheslynHayAcademy
https://twitter.com/CHAcademyTweets
mailto:info@cheslynhay.windsoracademytrust.org.uk
mailto:CHA-HoH@cheslynhay.windsoracademytrust.org.uk
https://sites.google.com/windsor.windsoracademytrust.org.uk/student-and-parent-guidance/home
https://sites.google.com/windsor.windsoracademytrust.org.uk/student-and-parent-guidance/home
mailto:ghood@cheslynhay.windsoracademytrust.org.uk
https://sites.google.com/windsor.windsoracademytrust.org.uk/student-and-parent-guidance/home?authuser=0/#h.bqxpedqomes6
mailto:cha-sgt@cheslynhay.windsoracademytrust.org.uk


However, if you have a safeguarding concern about a child please call First Response on
0800 1313 126 outside of the school’s hours.  If there is an urgent response needed please
phone 999 or 111

For anything else please email headteacher@cheslynhay.windsoracademytrust.org.uk or
use the contact us page on our website Contact

Term Dates 2021/22

Inset Days (school closed to students):
Thursday 2nd September
Friday 24th September
Monday 29th November
Friday 10th December
Friday 28th January
Monday 27th June

Autumn Term 2021

Term Starts: Friday 3 September (Lateral Flow Testing only)
Half Term: Monday 25 October – Friday 29 October
Term ends: Friday 17 December - 12.35pm close
Holiday: Monday 20 December – Monday 3 January

Spring Term 2022
Term Starts: Tuesday 4 January
Half Term: Monday 21 February – Friday 25 February
Term ends: Friday 8 April
Holiday: Monday 11 April – Friday 22 April
Easter Sunday: Sunday 17 April

Summer Term 2022
Term starts: Monday 25 April
May Day: Monday 2 May
Half Term: Monday 30 May – Friday 3 June
Term ends: Thursday  21 July -12.35pm close
Holiday: Friday 21 July – Friday 2 September

mailto:headteacher@cheslynhay.windsoracademytrust.org.uk
http://www.cheslynhay.windsoracademytrust.org.uk/contact/

